LIFE    IN    ENGLAND-AVIATION
my life I. have naturally been following the Prince of Wales's
fortune in the hunting-field with great interest. Many are
the tales told in clubs of the fences he had jumped and his
fearless riding." Then he went on to describe a special occas-
ion: "The field was small—not more than sixty people—so
there was every opportunity of observing the Prince.... I can
vouch for it that the Prince rode about as straight a line as
a man could take	The hunting-field is one of the most
democratic institutions in the world, and it is no wonder the
Prince has made himself loved in it. He takes his place
quietly, unostentatiously and on his merits.... When hounds
run he takes his own line and requires no preferential treat-
ment at gaps."
Riding had given the Prince a release from the duties of
York House and it was not a light decision for him to forsake
his pleasure. He had won his first point-to-point race in 1921.
From then on he had appeared at many meetings, and there
were occasions when the Government expressed private con-
cern over his recklessness. Even the venerable Maharajah of
Udaipur had protested to the Prince, in India: "I have seen
in the English papers Your Royal Highnesses pictures in diff-
erent games of horsemanship. Sometimes I found them
dangerous and risky. Hence I request Your Royal Highness
not to take such risks in future, for the safety of exalted
personages like Your Royal Highness is most important."
The Prince did not heed the Maharajah's picturesque ap-
peal, in 1921. When he returned to England he still rode,
often dangerously. But his sense of duty was strong and in
1938 he heeded the frightening warning of the King's illness
and turned, perhaps sadly, to milder games such as squash
rackets and golf. The same zest hurried him on. If he had
to play golf, he would play it well. It was exercise, but not
relaxation for him, and he learned the game as if it were a
career. The Prince became Captain of the Royal and Ancient
Golf Club, in the wake of his grandfather. King Edward VII
had performed his duties by deputy—"Not so the Prince of
Wales," wrote a correspondent in Country Life. He "gallantly
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